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In Memory of John Tuihing

This report is dedicated to the memory of John Tuihing, a Chin human rights activist and relief worker
who drowned on 30 October 2008 in a boating accident while deliveringh-needed food aid to
communities struggling with food shortages in Paletwa Township, Chin State. John joined as a staff
member of CHRO in April 2008 based on the Hadiema border. He had recently assumed the position

of acting coordinator for the Chiramine Emergency Relief Committee (CFERC), a Mibaised cross

border relief team. He will be remembered as a dedicated activist, committed to protecting and
promoting the rights of the Chin people. Our work continues in his memory.
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l. Executive Summary

Since late 2007, the people of Chin State have been struggling with massive food shortages and hunger
after the vast bamboo forests that cover the mountainous
landscape of Chin State began to flower and- dieprocess that
occurs twice every century. Alidy struggling for their survival dug

ThisreportisafollovdzLd G2 /1 wh Q& Wdz & H L R GAOI
Food ®F NDAGE YR 1dzyasSNI Ay . dfs ] i 3
brought worldwide attention to the dire humanitarian condition
facing the Chin people. This report provides an update on
current conditions in Chin State, the effects of the food crisis, @

B

The bamboo o€hin State began to flower in late 2006. Attracted | N o
the fruit produced by the bamboo, the flowering process trigger &K

an explosion in the rat population. After exhausting the fruit suppk. & 3; :

GKS N¥da dGdz2NYySR 2y LIS2LX SQa
massve food shortages for local villagers dependent on farming @ '

their livelihood and subsistence. In 2008, CHRO estimated tha§viiagers are now struggling with hung
many as 200 villages erne affected by severe food shortagejand severe malnutrition due to foo
associated with the bamboo flowering, and no less than 100,dshortages in Chin State. Children
people, or 20 percent of the entire population of Chin State, were pgg‘ﬁ’éagyzgto;mk of malnourishmen
need of immediate food aid. CHRO now believes those figures(are ’ )

much higher.

Since CHRO first reported on the crisis, food shortages spread to seven townships in Chin State as well
as parts of Sagaing Division. Up to 82 percent of the farmland has been destroyed in certain affected
regions of Chin State. In several villagesheand every household is in need of immediate food aid.
The consequences of the food crisis are also more apparent
now. Over 54 people are known to have died due to the
effects of extreme malnourishment and faminelated
disease; children comprise the jodty of recorded deaths.
As access to affected regions is limited, this number is likely
to be an underestimate. Disease and malnourishment is
widespread, particularly among women, children, and the
elderly. Children with little ability to concentrate wiudies
due to hunger have been forced to drop out of school in
order to help their families forage for food: school

. enroliment rates are down 50 to 60 percent from last year.
u to 82 percent of the farmiand has he Several thousand Chin have fled their villages to search for
destroyed in certain affected regions of ci food elsewhere. Mge than 4,000 have already arrived to the
State. (© CHRO, 200 India and Thailand border.
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¢CKS aAddzr GA2y KFa 0SSy YIRS Y2NB | 0dziS o0& GKS NI
compounded by policies and practices of abuse and repression against Chimscivil&athousands

struggle with hunger, starvation, and disease, the SPDC continues practices of forced labor, extorting
SEOSaaA@dS | Y2dzyia 2F Y2zySé FTNRY OAffl3ISNBAT O2yTAa
severe human rights abuses. B I Ot A2y a KI @S &GN} AYSR (KS [/ KAY
impacts of the natural disaster.

Since the food shortages were first reported by CHRO, efforts have been made to respond to the food
crisis. After initially dismissing the situatio
in Chn State, the WFP conducted a follo
up investigation and eventuall
acknowledged the existence of foo
shortages in Chin State. During a rece
YrAaarzy (2 GKS | NB
O2yadzYLIiAz2y wi2 0S6
region visited by the Missich. 2 Ct
their coordinating partners initiated relief
programs in early 2009 that continue to b
implemented in various affected areas ¢
Chin State. Chin communibased groups
in India have also organized relief teams
deliver food aid to remote vilges in Chin
State. These teams are responsible fls
delivering over 30,000 kilograms of rice t

54 villages in six townships from May t
July 2009 alone.

Despite concerted efforts from multipl
fronts to assist the affected population
DdzZNX I Qa  YAEAGE NE 3
Peace and Development Council (SPD
Continu.es t(.) do nothing teespond to the Comunitybaséd elief teams ha1e bn supplying hung villag
food crisis in Chin State. Ra?h_er, the SP with much-needed food aid in remte areas unreached
has exacerbated the crisis througfintemational aid organizations. (© CHRO, 2009)
sustained human rights abuses an®
economic repression, further undermining the livelihoods and food security of the Chin people. Forced
labor, extortion, and coiiscations of land and property continue unabated within the affected areas.
SPDC has denied repeated requests for food aid, even as it reports a rice surplus. Local authorities have
banned villagers from receiving foreign aid, threatening reprisals a@gaimsne who accepts foreign

aid.

Government neglect and continued abuse; inadequately supported relief efforts; and pervasive hunger
and food shortages have the potential for catastrophic humanitarian consequences. The effects of the
bamboo flowering andat infestation are expected to last three to five years. During the last bamboo
cycle, half a century ago, 10,000 to 15,000 people reportedly died due to the associated effects of
hunger and disease in neighboring Mizoram State. The people of Chint&late struggling with the

same natural disaster have the added burden of military repression, abuse, and neglect. They are on the
edge of survival now; but their struggle is far from over.
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Methodology
This report is based on information provided by relief teams based along theBndiaa border who

are providing food aid and assistance to affected areas in Chin State, Burma. The data was collected
from morethan 80 villages within affected areas in six townships of Chin State overmaorit@ period
between January 2008 and August 2009. Interviews were conducted in various Chin dialects and
translated into English later. As many interviewees may be subgecefrisals in Burma, CHRO has
withheld their names and identifying information.

Chin children holding rats captured and killedarnd their village. The rat population has increased in recent ys
as they feed on flowering bamboo fruits and multiply in evexpanding numbers. The rats are largely respons
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